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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claim 10 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 10-21 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being unpatentable by Morito et 
al (US 2002/0046178). 
[claim 10] 

In regard to Claim 10, Morito et al discloses an apparatus for decoding and recording 
contents included in a digital broadcast that further includes a copy control code, the 
apparatus comprising: 

• a tuner in communication with a plurality of recording apparatuses and 
configured to decode the digital broadcast (Figure 1 transmission module 
6 as further described in Paragraph 008); and 

• a control section in communication with the tuner and the plurality of 
recording apparatuses, and configured to extract the copy control code 
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from the digital broadcast cause one or more of the plurality of recording 
apparatuses to record title content in response to the copy control code. 
(Figure 1 shows a control signal embedding module as described in 
Paragraphs 008-0010 and furthermore the record title content in response 
to copy control code is described in Paragraphs 0011-0013) 

[claim 11] 

In regard to Claim 11, Morito et al discloses an apparatus wherein the control section is 
further configured to cause one or more of the plurality of recording apparatuses to 
record the content when the copy control code indicates that the content may be copied 
only one time (Paragraphs 0012-0014 describes the control means that controls the 
event of copy-once signal is detected wherein the signal is recorded onto the 
appropriate recording medium), 
[claim 12] 

In regard to Claim 12, Morito et al discloses an apparatus wherein the control section is 
further configured to cause one or more of tile plurality of recording apparatus to record 
the content when the copy control code indicates that the content may be copied more 
than one time (Paragraph 0058-0059 describes the copy control information which 
copies more than one time), 
[claim 13] 

In regard to Claim 13, Morito et al discloses an apparatus wherein the plurality of 
recording apparatuses includes a first recording apparatuses and the control section is 
further configured to cause the first recording apparatus to record the content when the 
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copy control code indicates that the content may be copied only one time (Figure 4 
shows the recording mediums which include optical discs 19 and hard disks 17 wherein 
the information is appropriately recorded according to copy control information), 
[claim 14] 

In regard to Claim 14, Morito et al discloses an apparatus where the first recording 
apparatus includes one of an optical drive and a video tape recorder (Figure 12b shows 
a hard drive 71 and furthermore Figure 12a shows a video recorder 75). 
[claim 15] 

In regard to Claim 15, Morito et al discloses an apparatus wherein the plurality of 
recording apparatuses further includes a second recording apparatus and the control 
section is further configured to cause the second recording apparatus to record the 
content when the copy control code indicates that the content may be copied more than 
one time (Figure 10 step 12 shows the copy free command which thereby allows 
recording to all the recording mediums and thereby meets the limitation), 
[claims 16 & 18] 

In regard to Claims 16 and 18, Morito et al discloses an apparatus wherein the second 
recording apparatus includes a the disk drive (Figure 12b shows the hard disk and 
Figure 4 shows optical disk drives), 
[claim 17] 

In regard to Claim 17, Morito et al discloses an apparatus wherein the plurality of 
recording apparatuses further includes a second recording apparatus, and the control 
section is further configured to cause the second recording apparatus to record title 
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content simultaneously with the first recording apparatus when the copy control code 
indicates that the content may be copied only time one 
[claim 19] 

In regard to Claim 19, Morito et al discloses an apparatus wherein the plurality of 
recording apparatuses include first, second, and third recording apparatus, and the 
control section is further configured to cause any one of the first recording apparatus, 
second recording apparatus and third recording apparatuses to simultaneously record 
the content when the copy control code indicates that the content may be copied only 
one time (Figure 10 shows the process that the recording apparatus determines the 
copy control information as well as the recording medium to be recorded as further 
described in Paragraphs 0018-0024. Additionally it is noted in Paragraph 0064 
discusses the recording mediums that are used for recording as seen in Figures 12a- 
12b). 

[claim 20] 

In regard to Claim 20, Morito et al discloses an apparatus wherein the first recording 
apparatus includes an optical disk drive, the second recording apparatus includes a 
video tape recorder, and the third disk drive includes a hard disk drive (Figure 4 optical 
disk drive, Figure 12a shows a video recorder 75, and Figure 12b shows a hard disk 
drive wherein each apparatus can be arranged to be the according recording apparatus 
for the system), 
[claim 21] 
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In regard to Claim 21, Morito et a! discloses an apparatus wherein the control section is 
further configured to cause the third recording apparatus to record the content when the 
copy control code indicates that the content may be copied more than one time 
(Paragraphs 0010-0011 describes the copy free control code representing a copy 
freely). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 22 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Morito et al (US 

2002/0046178) in view of Ogino etal (US 6,571,220). 

[claim 22] 

In regard to Claim 22, Morito et al discloses an apparatus wherein the control section; 
however fails to disclose the apparatus to be configured to delete a portion of the 
content according to a predetermined rule and cause one or more of the plurality of 
recording apparatus to record a remaining portion of the content when the copy control 
code indicates that the content may be copied only one time. Ogino et al discloses a 
system and method for determining viewing of video information. Furthermore, it is 
stated in Column 9 Lines 5-53 the extraction/deletion of components that are not related 
to the control information and furthermore the copying of portions are to be copy relating 
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to copy control code. The deletion of portions of the information stream that is not 
needed for recording or reproducing allows 

Claims 23 and 24 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Morito et 
al (US 2002/0046178) in view of Itoh et al (2003/0206632). 
[claim 23] 

In regard to Claim 23, Morito et al discloses an apparatus with control messages; 
however, fails to disclose that the content includes a commercial message portion and a 
non-commercial message portion, and the control section is further configured to cause 
one or more of the plurality of recording apparatuses to record the non-commercial 
message portion of the content when the copy control code indicates that the content 
may be copied only one time. Itoh et al discloses a system wherein commercials are 
detected and are not copy protected and therefore become copy-free segment of the 
data stream as seen in Figure 2b and further described in Paragraphs 0012-0013. By 
allowing the system to determine that commercials are copy free allows for proper 
reproduction of content that surrounds the commercials that may have copy control 
information of copy once and thereby does not discredit the copy control information of 
the data stream. Therefore, it would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to use the data decoding apparatus, as disclosed by Morito et al, 
and further incorporate a system that determines commercial messages in the data 
stream and processes the commercials without disrupting the copy condition of the 
video stream, as disclosed by Itoh et al. 
[claim 24] 
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In regard to Claim 24, Morito et al discloses an apparatus wherein the control section is 
further configured to cause one or more of tile plurality of recording apparatus to record 
the content when the copy control code indicates that the content may be copied more 
than one time (Paragraph 0058-0059 describes the copy control information which 
copies more than one time). 

Claims 25 and 26 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Morito et 
al (US 2002/0046178) in view of Sawabe et al (6,571,055). 
[claim 25] 

In regard to Claim 25, Morito et al discloses an apparatus wherein the content includes 
sound data and the control section is further configured to secure two sound streams; 
however fails to disclose the recording of the sound data into one of the sound streams 
and fill the other sound stream with a stuffing bit when the copy control code indicates 
that the content may be copied only one time. Sawabe et al discloses an information- 
recording medium wherein information comprises a plurality of video and audio 
information. Figure 2 shows audio stream for recording the received sound of the 
system. It is noted in Figure 2 stuffing byte 242g is used for additional information to be 
recorded or to addition onto the recorded audio stream as disclosed in Column 8 Lines 
25-67. The use of a stuffing but allows for a smooth recording addition onto the 
previously recorded audio stream instead of re-recording the entire stream. Therefore, 
it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to incorporate the use of stuffing buts in the audio signal for allowing for the addition of 
data into the stream, as disclosed by Sawabe et al. 
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[claim 26] 

In regard to Claim 26, Morito et al discloses an apparatus wherein the control section is 
further configured to inhibit receding into a partially erased and previously recorded area 
of a recording medium of the plurality of recording apparatuses when the copy control 
code indicates that the content may be copied only one time (Paragraph 0018-0024 
describes the recording permissions that permits the recording to be copied only once). 

Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL, Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Contact Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jamie Vent whose telephone number is 571-272-7384. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30am-5:00pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Groody can be reached on 571-272-7950. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Jamie Vent 
12/08/05 



James J. Groody 
Supervisory P^nt Examiner 



